
 

One morning in October 2005, James Horinek rose 
from the breakfast table and walked to the sink. 
His feet felt like they were asleep, so he returned to 
the table and sat down. Soon, the numb feeling grew 
and he decided to call 9-1-1. As the emergency crew 
lifted him to be carried to the ambulance, he felt two 
sharp pops and shooting pains down both legs. 

The lifting movement drove splinters into an artery, 
cutting off the blood supply to Horinek's spinal cord; permanently paralyzing him from the waist 
down. 
 
The newly disabled, Horinek explained, often feel as though their world is closing in. Sometimes 
they lose their jobs, and their family and friends don't feel comfortable around them anymore. It's 
easy, he said, to start to feel “institutionalized.”  It takes a lot of effort to push the boundaries out 
again, he said, and regaining the ability to move around independently is a huge step in that 
direction. “The day that I got to drive was like turning on a light switch,” Horinek said. 
 
As Horinek attended physical therapy and learned to navigate the disability pay system, he also 
researched different products that would help him become independently mobile. He discovered 
that those who need their accessible vehicles modified or repaired have limited choices in western 
Montana. In fact, the nearest dealerships are in Spokane, Seattle and Denver. 
 
It doesn't make any sense, Horinek said, for people to drive long distances in order to get their 
vehicles fixed.  Before long, it was clear demand was not going to die down.  So they formed 
Montana Mobility Products as a division of Montana Trucks & Forklift.  It's just the sort of thing 
that's been needed for years, said Amy Miller.  “I've had to go to Arizona, Seattle and Denver to 
buy the modified vehicles that I've had,” said Miller, who has been a quadriplegic for almost 16 
years. Servicing these vehicles was a nightmare, she added.  “It's awesome to be able to help 
people make the transition from homebound to participants in the world,” she says. 
 
Thanks to Sure Grip, James and all the staff at Montana Mobility the mobility need of the disabled 
driver are been  met with concern and kindness. 
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